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The Need to Belong

by Ray C. Stedman

Last week we started our studies together in the
book of Leviticus, this fearsome book which many
of you have attempted to read before, perhaps, but
have given up on because it seems to deal only with
apparently meaningless regulations, sacrifices, and
rituals. But these are pictures which portray truth
which God wants us to know. | hope that you rec-
ognize that the Old Testament is filled with these
pictures. They are caled types. They prefigure
something yet to come. The New Testament calls
them shadows, {cf, Col 2:17, Heb 85, 10:1}. Just
as a shadow takes the form of the object which
casts it, so these ceremonies and rituals are shad-
ows of something yet to happen.

When you read the Old Testament you can't
help but see the emphasis laid upon the future.
“Someone is coming,” these Old Testament shad-
ows and pictures and types are saying to us. We
know, of course, that they are pointing toward the
coming of Jesus Christ. That in itself is a most
remarkable testimony to the divine authorship of
this book. Only God could have prescribed offer-
ings which so accurately depict the coming of Je-
sus. As we go through them you will see that this
istrue.

These pictures are a kind of visual aid which
God uses to impress truth upon our minds. After
al, we human beings are not very smart. We think
we are, a times, because we can invent some rather
complicated gadgetry. But, in contrast to the vast-
ness of the knowledge which remains undetected,
and to the wisdom and greatness of God, our minds
are very puny and weak and we have redlly learned
very little. And so God teaches us like children.
Kindergarten teachers never start out by writing
complex mathematical formulas on the blackboard
for the children to learn. They must start with
simple arithmetic, using pictures to illustrate the

concepts involved. Thisisthe way God has started
teaching us — with these types and shadows.

He uses nature for this purpose as well. Last
night | went out under the sky and looked up into
the stars. | felt, as you have often felt, a sense of
wonder and awe. Especialy if you can get to a
place where there is no artificial light to interfere,
and the heavens are blazing in beauty above you,
you can fed the mystery of the wisdom and the
power of God. The night sky is God's overhead
projector, by which he is teaching us truth about
himself. The same is true all the way through na-
ture and al through the Bible as well.

In Leviticus we will learn to understand some
of these pictures. But they also appear in other
books. Just before Leviticus comes Exodus, the
book which tells the story of Isradl’s redemption
out of Egypt:

They were in davery and bondage under a
cruel and vicious king. This stands forever in
Scripture as a picture of ensavement to Satan,
of bondage to sin, of the cruelty, hurt, and
heartache that comes upon anybody who has
not yet found deliverance. All this is graphi-
cally portrayed, as you can see, in the story of
Israel in Egypt.

And then, by means of the Passover, when he
sheltered his people under the blood, and the
angel of death passed over them, God began to
set them free. Through a series of mighty
works he led them out of Egypt.

That is a beautiful picture of what happens to
an individual who comes to know Jesus Christ.
Heis set free from sin.
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In Exodus it is also recorded that God gave Is-
rael two more great pictures which convey marvel-
ous truths that they needed to know.

1. Onewasthe Law. You remember that terrible
scene when Israel gathered as a people before
Mount Sinai. A trumpet began to sound. |
think it must have been very much like an air
raid siren today — so intense that the people
could not stand it.

The mountain smoked, flames covered it, it
trembled and shook with great earthquakes,
and the people were terrified. God sad to
Moses, “Come up here; | want to talk to you!”
And Moses went up on that mountain alone. |
have never envied him that trip. That was a
fearsome encounter to go into. But there God
gave him the Law.

The Ten Commandments are nothing more
than the revelation of the kind of people that
God expects us to be, or, in other words, the
kind he designed. He made humanity to do the
kinds of things which are recorded in the Ten
Commandments { Exod 20:3-17} .

Some of the commandments pertain to our
relationship with him:

“Thou shalt have no other gods before
me.”

“Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain.”
Others deal with our relationships with our
neighbors:

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”
“Thou shalt not steal.”

“Thou shalt not bear false witness...”

Those are merely a description of what
God intends us to be. They come with remark-
able force upon humanity because there is
something in us which recognizes that they are
right. God has, in a sense, written aspects of
the Law into every human heart. This is why
everywhere in the world, no matter what cul-
ture you observe, you will find a sense of re-
sponsibility and accountability to God, an
awareness that man is expected to be some-
thing and that he ought to be what he is ex-
pected to be. This “oughtness’ is in evidence
everywhere in the human race.

2. Along with the Law, God gave to Moses the
pattern of a building, the tabernacle. He told
him, “Don’t vary the pattern; build it exactly as
| have told you!” The reason for that is that
the tabernacle, as we learn from the book of
Hebrews, is the picture of man and of what
God intends to do and to be in man, which isto
livein us.

So he designed the tabernacle like he built
us—in three sections: We have

spirit,

soul, and

body.

In the tabernacle there was:
the outer court, which corresponds to the

body,
the holy place, corresponding to the soul,
and

the holy of holies, which represents that

unfathomable, mysterious place deep in

our human spirit which we cal “the uncon-

scious’ and from which everything keeps

rising, like bubbles from the bed of alake,

and breaking upon the surface of our life.
So God designed the tabernacle in order that
we might understand ourselves.

And his purpose was to live there. In the
tabernacle was a bright, shining, uncreated
light called the Shekinah which was the mark
of the presence of God. Now, it was only a
picture of God; it was not God himself. No
man can see God. But the light reminded Isragl
that this is where God intends to dwell — in
man.

The Law from the Mount of Sinai was the Old
Covenant. God has said to man, “This is what you
ought to be.” Thus the Law made a demand upon
men. And it was absolutely inflexible. God said,
in effect, “Any deviation from this Law must be
punished because it means that you are failing to be
what you were made to be, and this can't be ig-
nored” And man said, “All right, we'll keep the
Law.” And everybody girded up their loins and
said, “If God wants us to do this, thisis what we're
going to do!” And they tried. But what they had
failed to take into consideration was the very thing
that people are till failing to recognize today. Itis

Page 2



The Need to Belong

that someone has thrown a monkey wrench into the
machinery. Man isfallen!

The Law is like the instruction book for operat-
ing your automobile. But it is asif every time you
try to run it according to the instruction book, you
discover that somebody has put water in the gaso-
line, and sand in the oil, and nothing will work
quiteright. So the Law becomes a demand that can
never be met. Thisiswhy God, after the tabernacle
was built, gave a whole series of sacrifices as a
picture of the New Covenant, the new arrangement
for living, in which a death would occur, and a
priest would be present to help us with our emo-
tiona and intellectua problems, and he would
make it possible for us to live with a wholesome
God even though we had been violators and break-
ers of the Law which he had set beforeus. That is
what these sacrifices are all about.

Now, they were just shadows. They weren't
the red thing. The real thing is Jesus Chrigt.
These are a picture of Christ, of his coming and
having done a work in our life. And as people ob-
served them they were doing the equivalent of what
we do when we believe in Christ and accept his
work for us.

That is why the book of Leviticus opens with
these words:

The LorD called Moses, and spoke to
him from the tent of meeting, [the taberna-
cle] saying, “ Speak to the people of Israel,
and say to them, When any man of you
brings an offering to the LorD, you shall
bring your offering of cattle from the herd
or from theflock.” {Lev 1:1-2 RSV}

Here isthe introduction to the offerings.

Notice that this whole system of sacrifices was
never given from Sinai. It was given from the tab-
ernacle, the place where God had come to live with
man. Thisis significant for us. God never placed
the demand of the Law upon us without also intend-
ing to meet it from within, from the life of Jesus
Christ within us — God dwelling in us. Therefore
all of thisis God's provision for meeting the prob-
lem of the breaking of the Law — the problem of
guilt, of condemnation, self-hatred and al the other
dfflictions which come to us from within, and
which keep us from being the kind of whole per-
sons that God made usto be.

There are five offerings, as we saw last week:
the burnt offering, the meal offering, the peace of-

fering, the trespass offering and the sin offering.
We are going to look at them individualy. All five
represent aspects of the work of Jesus Christ. If
you want to read ahead and study these through
you will find it very instructive to do so because the
more you learn on your own the more it al will
mean to youl.

This morning we want to look at the first offer-
ing, the basic one. But before we get to it, if you
will be patient with me for just a while longer, we
need to do a bit more donkey work.

In the course of these studies | want to show
you that each of these offerings followed a pattern
which was fulfilled when Jesus Christ became man
and died on the cross, thus meeting the require-
ments of God. We will see that, but we also want
to get behind that. Because when Jesus died so he
was aso taking our place. One of the great truths
of the gospd is that when Jesus died he became
exactly what we are, just before he died. That, in
fact, is why God put him to death. Therefore each
of these offerings is a revelation of what we are, as
falen human beings, as bearers of Adamic life. So
if you want to understand yourself then take heed
of these offerings. They represent what Jesus
Christ had to become in order to help us, and that is
what we are.

The first offering is the burnt offering. It fol-
lowed a five-step pattern, like all the rest of the
offerings.

a) First a selection of the sacrifice had to be
made. If an animal sacrifice were required
then either a male or a female had to be
chosen. In the case of the burnt offering,
as we will see, it was always a male. It
had to be without blemish, without any
kind of disfigurement at al. Animals were
the most valuable possession of these no-
madic Hebrew people. It was a costly
sacrifice taken from their treasure, their
animals.

b) Then, after selecting it they laid their hands
on it. What does that mean? Wdll, that is
God's way of teaching the great truth of
substitution, the fact that we human beings
are al tied together with each other, that
we belong to one another and share life to-
gether, and that there is a way by which
one of us can subgtitute for another. Now,
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c)

in the case of dedling with our deepest guilt
that substitute had to be a spotless, sinless
person. And the only human being who
ever fulfilled that qualification was Jesus
Christ. That iswhy he is the only one who
can redeem us. But there are other waysin
which we are linked together. And thisrite
of identification, the laying on of hands, is
God's expressive way of teaching that we
belong to each other. That is why when we
send someone out on a mission we bring
them up front here and lay hands on them.
By that we are saying, “We're with you,
Brother! We are going to be praying for
you and helping you to meet your need for
financial support, whatever it is. We be-
long together in this project!”

The third step was to kill the animal in-
volved immediately. God never allowed
any compromise on this. He did not say,
“This is a nice, cute little lamb, and he is
innocent of any wrongdoing himself. So if
you'll just drain a half pint of blood from
him I'll be satisfied.” God would never
say such a thing because he wants to im-
press upon us the fact that the problem he
is dealing with is so intense and so deeply
rooted in our human lives that nothing but
death can solveit. It cannot be palliated by
some temporary expedient. It requires the
immediate death of the subgtitutionary
animal.

The fourth step was the sprinkling of the
blood, or the burning of the portions of the
sacrifice, as an act of consecration, of
commitment to God. You see, the instant
one of these animals died it became accept-
able to God. Death solved the problem of
separation, of alienation, and then the sac-
rifice could be offered to God.

The final step was a ceremonid indication
of arestored relationship. Usually they sat
down and ate part of the meat of the sacri-
fice. This was where the Hebrew people
got their meat dishes, for they could eat
only the meat of their sacrifices, that is al.
Every animal they killed had to be dain at
the door of the tent of meeting. There were

some offerings, like the burnt offering,
from which they could not eat. But with
these God gave them other means of indi-
cating that the relationship was restored
and that there was peace again.

Now let's focus our attention upon the burnt
offering. This was the most frequently offered
sacrifice in Israel.  Every morning and every even-
ing the priests in the temple in Jerusalem would
give a burnt offering. It was called the continual
burnt offering. It had to fulfill certain require-
ments:

A. The first distinction of the burnt offering, and
an important one, was that it was always a
male without blemish. They had three choices
asto the kind of animal, Verse 3:

“If his offering is a burnt offering
from the herd, he shall offer a male
without blemish; he shall offer it at the
door of the tent of meeting, that he may
be accepted before the LorD; he shall
lay his hand upon the head of the burnt
offering, and it shall be accepted for
him to make atonement for him. Then
he shall kill the bull before the LORD;
and Aaron’s sons the priests shall pres-
ent the blood, and throw the blood
round about against the altar that is at
the door of the tent of meeting.” {Lev
1:3-5RSV}

If you were rich enough you brought a
bull. But if you could not afford a bull or if
you did not have a herd of cattle but only a
flock of sheep or goats then another provision
was made; Verse 10:

“If his gift for a burnt offering is
from the flock, from the sheep or goats,
he shall offer a male without blemish;
and he shall kill it on the north side of
the altar before the LoRrD, and Aaron’s
sons the priests shall throw its blood
against the altar round about.” {Lev
1:10-11 RSV}

(Their every act was significant in terms of
the coming and the work of Jesus Christ. We
will see more of that as we go aong.)
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Findly, if you were very poor and had no
animals at al you could bring a bird; Verse 14:

“If his offering to the LORD is a
burnt offering of birds, then he shall
bring his offering of turtledoves or of
young pigeons. And the priest shall
bring it to the altar and wring off its
head, and burn it on the altar; and its
blood shall be drained out on the side of
the altar; and he shall take away its
crop with the feathers, and cast it be-
side the altar on the east side, in the
place for ashes; he shall tear it by its
wings, but shall not divide it asunder.
And the priest shall burn it on the al-
tar, upon the wood that is on thefire; it
is a burnt offering, an offering by fire,
a pleasing odor to the LorD.” {Lev
1:14-17 RSV}

All this sounds very bloody and gory,
doesn't it? But God is saying something very
important through all this. He isindicating by
these three sources of sacrificial animals that
thisis a provison made for everyone. Even the
poorest can offer something as a burnt offering.

You remember in the New Testament that
when Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus up
to the temple to be circumcised on the eighth
day they gave a burnt offering. They were so
poor that al they had to offer was a pair of
turtledoves. So that is what they offered for
him.

There were certain other things that were
important about this burnt offering. The rea-
son why it always had to be a male was be-
cause in the Scriptures a male always stands
for leadership, initiative, dominion. Females,
in Scripture, always signify support, following,
response. There were certain offerings for
which a female was specified. These were not
smply matters left to their own discretion.
They were specifically told what to do because
this would teach them the truth they needed to
learn. So for the burnt offering they had to
bring a male without blemish or disfigurement.
That was a recognition of the fact that in this
most basic of all offerings God was dealing
with man as aking, as a sovereign.
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Man was made to rule.

He was never made to be in bondage to
anyone.

+ Hewas never made to be adave.
That is why we are restless when we are en-
daved or held in bondage of any sort. We can-
not stand it, for something deep within us was
made by God to rule.

Remember how David puts it in Psalm 8?
He looks up at the stars and asks,

What is man that thou art mindful of
him,
and the son of man that thou dost care
for him? {Psa 8:4 RSV}

And he answers his own question,

Thou hast given him dominion over the
work of thy hands;
thou hast put all things under his feet,
{Psa 8:6 RSV}

All the fish and other inhabitants of the seas,
al the animals and birds, everything is put un-
der the authority of man. That is man as God
created him.

And man 4ill feels this. That is why we
are not content unless we are running things in
this world. No scientist is content to be ex-
cluded from an area of knowledge. No ex-
plorer can rest if any mountains are left un-
climbed. You remember the famous remark of
Sr  Edmund Hillary, who conquered
Mt. Everest. When asked why he did it he
said, “Because it was there.” All thisisadim,
sometimes subconscious remembrance of the
dominion God gave man.

This is symbolized by the sdlection of the
male for this offering. The most basic expres-
sion of our life is that we are made to rule,
every one of us. We are not made for being
dominated, but to dominate.

. The second distinctive of the burnt offering,

also very important, was that it was to be to-
tally consumed. Nobody ever ate the meat of
the burnt offering. Look at Verses 6-9:

“And he shall flay the burnt offering
and cut it into pieces, and the sons of
Aaron the priest shall put fireon theal-
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tar, and lay wood in order upon the
fire; and Aaron’s sons the priests shall
lay the pieces, the head, and the fat, in
order upon the wood that is on the fire
upon the altar; but its entrails
[intestines] and its legs he shall wash
with water. And the priest shall burn
the whole on the altar, as a burnt offer-
ing, an offering by fire, a pleasing odor
totheLorD.” {Lev 1:6-9 RSV}

There were three sacrifices that were said
to be pleasing odors to God, delights to God.
The first of these is this burnt offering. God
says that there is something about man which,
when he recognizes his right to rule and gives
himself wholly to it, is pleasing to God. God is
thereby teaching us that man was meant to be
his, whally, totally. The whole man — body,
soul, and spirit —is to be the dwelling place of
God. Only this enables man to rule, and rule
adequately.

This is recognition of the most basic hun-
ger of man. It is a reflection of our need to
belong, to be accepted, to be loved, to have an
identity, a relationship, a cause to live or die
for. Man isforever restless if he does not have
this sense of belonging. And we will never find
fulfillment in our humanity, in expressing our-
salves, until we find it in committing ourselves
totally to God. You and | are searching for
someone to love us. That is the most primitive
and basic hunger of our life. Because, you see,
man is not God. We like to think we are,
sometimes. We try to act like God. We try to
run the universe and have everything revolve
around us. Y ou know the poem which goes:

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,
| thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find me, unafraid.
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It matters not how strait the gate,

How charged with punishments the scroll,
| am the master of my fate:

| am the captain of my soul.

But it is a satanic lie that man is master of
his fate. God could flick off a few little
switches inside your body and you would be
gone — right now! And you'd have nothing to
say about it. No man runs his own life or con-
trols what happens to himself. Because man is
not God. Man was not made to exist by him-
sef. He was made to be possessed, to be
owned by another, to belong to someone else.

Now isn't that strange? Here are two great
truths, linked together in Scripture, which seem
to be contradictory. Man was born to rule, but
he was made to be possessed. He was born to
be king over al, but he was made to be under
the authority of, and to be possessed by, God.
And he is very unhappy unless he is possessed
by God. These appear to contradict, but they
do not at al.

May | suggest that you can see this truth
illustrated in yourself, in your family, and eve-
rywhere around you. For example, thisis why
achild desperately wants and needs a family.
A baby who does not have a name or an iden-
tity is a restless, unhappy person. He needs to
belong to afamily.

A few years ago a young man came to this
church. Hewas in his late twenties and was in
trouble with the law. He was a confidence
man, adick artist. He was a master at conning
you into doing something which would work to
his financial advantage. But he was in trouble
because he had been caught. We tried to help
him, and, in the process, | learned his story. It
was an amazing story. He had not known
anything about his own identity until he was
fourteen years of age. But then he had found
out that he was the illegitimate son of a girl
who had gone to the Philippines with her mis-
sionary parents. There she had fallen in love
with a young Filipino man and, without benefit
of marriage, they had had a baby. Because of
the involvement of the family — because of
pride, basically, which always results in cruel
treatment — the baby was sent back to the
United States and put into a foster home.
Nothing was told the foster parents as to where
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he came from or who he was. He was findly
passed along to an orphanage and there he
grew up, knowing nothing about himself nor
his family background and history. He was
given a name which he knew was not his red
name, but he didn't know what his real name
was. When he was fourteen he was given ac-
cess to certain funds in connection with his
work and one day he embezzled five thousand
dollars. He did this for one purpose only. The
first thing he did when he got the money was to
hire an agency to trace his family background
and to find cut who he was and where he had
come from. He spent the entire five thousand
dollars for that purpose. And he found out.
But he had been so disturbed that he could not
rest (he was even willing to risk prison and
punishment, and he got them) until he found
out who he was and where he belonged.
Thisiswhat the burnt offering istelling us.
The most basic quest of our lifeisto belong to
omeone, to be identified with them, to be loved
by someone and to be accepted and possessed
and owned by someone ese. And nothing is
more pitiable and pathetic than someone who
feels that no one loves him, that he doesn’'t be-
long to anyone, that no one cares for his soul.

. A third characterigtic of the burnt offering —
and this is most important — is that it had to in-
volve a death. Desath in these offerings is al-
ways a picture of the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ on our behalf. So when these Isradlites
offered this sacrifice they were learning the
great truth that only by means of the death of
an acceptable substitute can man ever satisfy
this great longing to belong to and to be pos-
sessed by God.

Of course, thisistelling us that only in the
recognition of the death of Jesus Christ for you
can you ever satisfy that longing. Heisthe ex-
pression of the love of God. So we must give
ourselves to God through Christ, acknowledg-
ing that he owns us, that we belong to him:
“You are not your own; you are bought with a
price,” {1 Cor 6:19b-20a RSV}. God does not
and will not exploit you and run you like a ro-
bot or adave. He loves you and wants to ful-
fill you and set you free. But you do belong to
him. That isthe most basic truth of al.
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You can find a certain amount of satisfac-
tion in having a family. You will be very rest-
lessif you do not have a family. You can find
satisfaction in having a background, an iden-
tity. This is what the black community is so
anxioudy searching for — some sense of their
true identity. They cannot stop searching be-
cause this is a fundamenta urge in their lives.
But you will never satisfy it wholly that way.
You will find that this cry of your heart, this
clamant hunger to be possessed and to belong,
can be satisfied only by God in Jesus Christ
coming into your life. By the death of Christ
that door is open.

This summer my wife and | were down at
Forest Home Conference Grounds where |
shared the platform with Dr. Henry Brandt
who, as many of you know, is a Christian psy-
chologist. | was so interested to hear him talk
in his humorous style about the relationships of
husbands and wives, parents and children:

Hetold us that while his wife and he were
still courting they said to one another that they
wanted to give themselves to each others
happiness. He said, “I’'ll never forget the
night my wife said to me, *You know, dear, |
want to spend the rest of my life just making
you happy!”” He said, “Wasn't that great!?
Imagine this beautiful woman dedicating her-
self for the rest of her life to making me
happy! | thought it was tremendous — then we
got married.”

The first week of their marriage he said to
his wife one evening, “You know, on Thurs-
day nights I’ve been accustomed to going out
with the fellows. So tonight I’'m going to go
out with them. I'll probably be very late so
don’'t wait up for me.” His wife reacted very
strangely. She said, “But, you can’t leave me
al aone!” He said, “You really won't be
alone. There are lots of things you can do,
and I'll just be out having a good time.” She
said, “You can't do that! You're married
now!” And he remembered saying to himself,
“What happened to her promise? Here is her
first chance to make me happy and she has
blown it completely!”

After awhile it began to dawn on him that
though there is a lot of joy in marriage, and
much satisfaction in belonging to another, it
will never fully satisfy that hunger to belong.

He thought he would find his need met in
parenthood. And as he held that first little
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child in his arms he anticipated with joy that
now he would find his sense of identity in
another of his own flesh and blood! But he
discovered that babies regurgitated, and
needed their diapers changed, and made heavy
demands upon him at ungodly hours while
giving nothing in return. And his need was
never met in that way.

This is what the burnt offering is saying.
Only through the death of Christ, and only
through the relationship with the living God
which that death enables can this hunger be
dtilled, can this basic desire to belong be met.
That is what accounts for the sense of joy and
relief upon becoming a Christian. Do you re-
member that? “Now | belong! God is my Fa-
therl  I'm in a family. I'll never be aone
again! God will never forsake me nor abandon
me! | belong to God!”

. The fourth and fina distinction of the burnt

offering is given in Chapter 6, where there are
some additional ingtructions to the priests
about how to make these offerings. In
Verses 12-13 they were told:

“The fire on the altar shall be kept
burning on it, it shall not go out; the
priests shall burn wood on it every
mor ning, and he shall lay the burnt of-
fering in order upon it, and shall burn
on it thefat of the peace offerings. Fire
shall be kept burning upon the altar
continually; it shall not go out.” {Lev
6:12-13 RSV}

What is God saying by that? Simply that
this is the most basic relationship of your life,
that no other need can ever be met until this
need is met. Every morning and every evening
they were to offer the burnt offering. 1t would
consume the wood and the mest all through the
day and al through the night, so that the fire
never went out. This was the central and most

basic of the offerings. By it, God is saying that
you can never find any other hunger of your
life stilled until you have found this one an-
swered, until you have found that you belong to
God, that you are his wholly and completely,
body, soul, and spirit.

If you want to solve any other problem of
life you have to begin there. “I belong to the
Father, I am one of his family. 1I'm a child of
God. | know him as my heavenly Father. |
have been accepted by him. He loves me.” If
you do start there you have a basis upon which
al the other relationships of life can al be
worked out, for there, you see, this deep and
clamant cry of the human heart is met. Jesus
Christ meets usin that place.

Thisisthe burnt offering — the need to belong.

Prayer:

Thank you, our heavenly Father, for this
marvelous provision, this graphic way of
teaching us through these instructive offer-
ings what is true about ourselves. Each
one of us knows that this is true, knows
how restless we are, how unsatisfied, how
unhappy we are if we do not have a full
sense of identity. But thank you, Father,
that you have made provision for this most
basic of all needs to be met in Jesus Christ
our Lord, who died for us that we might
have it. Teach us then to rgoice in our re-
lationship with you and to understand that
it lies at the base of everything. May we
never forsake it or turn away from it but
rejoice forever in this relationship which
can never be broken. We will never be
abandoned again, never be forsaken, never
be lost, never again have no identity. We
belong to you, O God, through Jesus
Christ. We thank you in his name, Amen.
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