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THE HUMAN PROBLEM
by Ray C. Stedman

Some of the most beautiful language in English literature is found in the great prophecy of Isaiah. Truly he wa
a superb master of language. He was also a farseeing prophet who recorded some remarkable prophecies
centering on the coming of God's Messiah. The 53rd chapter of his prophecy is such a clear picture of Christ
that this book is often called "The gospel according to Isaiah.” God's plan of redemption and his work of
redemption are central in this prophecy. That is even suggested in the name of the prophet himself -- Isaiah,
which means "God saves."

The book of Isaiah, as a matter of fact, could be considered a miniature Bible. There are 66 books of the Bibl
and Isaiah has 66 chapters. The Bible divides between the Old and the New Testaments, and Isaiah divides
into two halves. The Old Testament has 39 books, and the first division of Isaiah has 39 chapters. The New
Testament has 27 books, and the second half of Isaiah has 27 chapters. The opening chapter of the second
division of Isaiah, Chapter 40, describes the ministry of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Messiah, the voic
crying in the wilderness, "prepare ye the way of the Lord." In the New Testament likewise, the first figure
introduced is John the Baptist, crying in the wilderness, "prepare ye the way of the Lord." The closing chapte
of Isaiah deals with the creation of the new heavens and the new earth. Revelation, the last book in the New
Testament, deals with the same subject -- the creation of the new heavens and the new earth. This great
prophecy of Isaiah, therefore, captures not only the theme of all Scripture and its central focus on the Savior ¢
mankind himself, but also it reflects the divisions of the Bible itself.

The opening verse of the book gives a very brief introduction to the prophet.

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in
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the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. {Isa 1:1 RSV}

In that historical note we learn that Isaiah carried on his ministry through the reign of four kings. (He actually
was put to death during the reign of the son of Hezekiah, Manasseh, one of the most evil kings of Judah, jus
before the Southern Kingdom was carried away to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.) So Isaiah lived during a tim
of great unrest. Israel was surrounded by enemies and criss-crossed with invading armies. It was a time of
threat, danger and desolation. This was when the prophet was sent to declare to this people the cause of the
misery.

The Jewish people are often referred to as the "chosen people." (Eskimos are God's frozen people. The Jew
are God's chosen people.) The Jews were not so called because they were superior to other peoples, howe:
The Bible is careful to point out that God chose them, not because they were smatrter, richer or greater than
others, but as a sample nation, a picture of how God deals with the nations of earth.

He also chose them, of course, as the channel through which the Messiah would come. Speaking to the
Samaritan woman, Jesus himself repeated the statement of the Old Testament, "Salvation is of the Jews."

Some would ask, why bother with this ancient history about a people who lived thousands of years ago, a
history that cannot possibly have any bearing upon us today? To that, the Apostle Paul in the New Testamen
says that "all these things happened to Israel as types (or portraits) for our edification,” {cf, 1 Cor 10:11}. In
the Old Testament we see ourselves portrayed. The problems it pictures are the same problems we face tode

This becomes obvious in Verses 2-3 of this opening chapter. God says through the prophet:

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth;
for the Lord has spoken:

"Sons have | reared and brought up,

but they have rebelled against me.
The ox knows its owner,

and the ass its master's crib;

but Israel does not know,
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God analyzes the situation in Israel in one verse, a sevenfold indictment of the nation. Here we will see the
parallel to our own times. Verse 4:

Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,
offspring of evildoers, sons who deal corruptly!
They have forsaken the Lord,

they have despised the Holy One of Israel,
they are utterly estranged. {Isa 1:4 RSV}

Let us take a closer look at those seven things:

First, God says, Israel is a sinful nation. They have been infected with a fatal virus that causes everything the
do to turn out wrong. The biblical point of view is that this is the problem with the whole human race. People
today, however, find that hard to believe. But there is something terribly the matter with humanity. Man is not
what he was made to be. He does not function the way he ought to. There is a taint, a poison, spread
throughout the whole human world, that causes even our efforts toward good to merely create new problems
The problem, the Bible declares, is sin -- that is, selfishness, self-centeredness. We are all afflicted with a
tendency to take care of ourselves first, to look out for number one. That is what produces the narcissism tha
is so characteristic of our day, the "me generation” we hear so much about.

Secondly, God says, these people are "ladened” because of sin. Think of the heavy burdens that come upor
because of this urge to self-centeredness within us. Think of the terrible cost of crime, child abuse, teen-age
pregnancies, the staggering cost of the arms race. All these heavy burdens load us down. This kind of mess:
IS not very popular, but it is realistic.

We are proud of the technological advances of our day. A man who works in Silicon Valley told me that if the

automobile had kept pace with the development of the microchip, we ought to be able to buy a Rolls Royce fo
$2.50 and get 1,000 miles to the gallon, towing the Queen Mary! But what of the people who invent these
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and the whole heart faint.

>From the sole of the foot even to the head,
there is no soundness in it,

but bruises and sores

and bleeding wounds;

they are not pressed out, or bound up,

or softened with oil. {Isa 1:5-6 RSV}

That sounds like a description of AIDS. | wonder if perhaps AIDS, the loss of the body's natural defense
mechanisms, has been given to us by God as a vivid picture of what is happening to the nations and peoples
the world today. Certainly we are a sick people, fitting the description here.

The prophet goes on to describe the consequences of this seven-fold indictment of the people of Israel.

Your country lies desolate,

your cities are burned with fire;

in your very presence

aliens devour your land;

it is desolate, as overthrown by aliens,
And the daughter of Zion is left

like a booth in a vineyard,

like a lodge in a cucumber field,

like a besieged city. {Isa 1:7-8 RSV}

What vivid figures are employed to show the desolation that follows when people turn their backs on the living
God! All natural defenses are removed. Scripture teaches that each of us in the human family has invisible
defenses when we come into this earth -- "Guardian Angels" we call them. (Some say that those who like to
drive motorcycles fast must have two guardian angels, one in front and one behind them as they ride!) Many
us have heard remarkable experiences of people being protected by unseen forces in times of danger.

But what happens when there is a persistent refusal to acknowledge God? Then the defenses are removed.
Invaders take over and make life desolate and dreary, in the case of both individuals and nations. Between
services this morning a woman told me that her husband is going through a terrible time of physical attack. Hi
spirit is bitter and resentful toward what he perceives to be a torture imposed upon him by an angry God.

But, as we see in this picture, it is not that at all. It is God in his mercy, trying to awaken someone. He tries tc
awaken a nation that will not hear, and make them listen to what he has to say. Often that is the explanation fi
many of the trials we face.

C.S. Lewis said, "Pain is God's megaphone. He whispers to us in our pleasures, He speaks to us in our
work, but He shouts at us in our pain.”

Many times we have seen someone who will not pay heed to what he is doing to himself and his loved ones
until God lays him on a bed of sickness or he suffers an accident. Then he will listen. That is what God says
happening to Judah.

What is Judah's reaction to this? They know they are the people of God and that God is upset with them, so
they try to remedy things, not by a turnabout, where they give way to the grace and mercy of God, but by a
religious performance -- a shallow and external pretense of worship, Verse 10:

Hear the word of the Lord,
you rulers of Sodom!
Give ear to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah! [The prophet compares Israel to Sodom and Gomorrah in
their evil.]
"What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the Lord;
| have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
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Isaiah is true to his name: "God saves." "Yahweh saves." Only he can do it.

None other Lamb,

None other Name,

None other hope in heaven or earth or sea.
None other hiding place from guilt and shame.
None but in Thee!

That is the message of Isaiah.

There may be some here this morning who have been attempting to clean up their own lives. Every Christma
time people get the urge to stop doing things that obviously are hurting themselves and others. Yet it never
seems to work. They may stop temporarily, but then another bad habit surfaces and soon they return to their
old ways. There is no power to change. But the gospel, the beautiful good news, is that God has found a wa
to break through the human problem to give us a changed heart and teach us a new way of living.

It is the business of people who have been born again to keep on learning from his Word how God thinks, to

obey that Word, and then to reach out and meet the human needs we find all around us. This is the true
message of Christmas.
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was struck with leprosy. He spent his remaining years isolated from the court, living the lonely life of a leper.

This permitted trouble to begin in the kingdom of Judah. Ominous clouds were already darkening the national
sky as enemies gathered around the nation. Chaos threatened as the young prince Jotham came into office.

This is what Isaiah saw as he looked out over Judah.

But he saw something else as well, as he tells us in these opening words of Chapter 6:

In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up; and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings;
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one called to another and said:

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory"

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. {lsa 6:1-4 RSV}

Beyond the chaos which threatened the land, Isaiah saw in a vision the God of order and sovereign authority
ruling over the affairs of earth.

Only occasionally does the Scripture break through the limitations of our vision and open up to us the unseen
kingdom that surrounds us on every side, permitting us to see the true glory of God. Hundreds of years ago
everybody believed that the earth was flat. As you look toward the horizon, of course, you cannot see any
curvature; the earth does seem flat. People in those days thought it was possible to sail to the very edge of th
world, and to drop off the edge, into what, they did not know. They believed only what they could see.
Gradually, however, evidence began to mount showing that the world was round, not flat. Today almost
everyone knows this to be a fact, although a few diehards still deny this. (One group even said that the moon
landing was merely a television production put on to convince people that the world is round when it actually i
flat.) Most know that the world is round, disbelieving the evidence of their eyes in order to do so.

Many people regard God this way -- they think he is flat and uninteresting. If he exists at all he is remote,
obscure, mysterious, limited. He has little to do with the affairs of earth; we are left to our own devices. Since
God cannot be seen with human eyes, he cannot possibly exist, they say. This passage and others like it in t
Scripture, however, demonstrate that God is not flat. He is an exciting, majestic Being. Isaiah had opportunit
to look beyond the visible to the realms of the invisible and see the majesty of our God. He saw God
enthroned, "sitting upon a throne," the symbol of sovereign authority, in charge of everything in heaven and
upon earth. A great hymn expresses this well,

Immortal, Invisible,

God only wise.

In light inaccessible,

hid from our eyes.

Most blessed,

most glorious,

the Ancient of Days!
Almighty,

Victorious,

Thy great name we praise!

This world is not, as some would tell us, stumbling blindly along, ruled by man, the most intelligent of the
animals. Isaiah saw God, sitting upon a throne, in full sovereign authority over our world.

More than that, God was encircled with the highest of the heavenly beings, the "seraphim” (“the burning
ones"), bright as the sun. Yet these beings were themselves eclipsed by the glory of the One they encircled.

Their characteristics are symbolized for us. Each of them had three pairs of wings. With two they covered the
faces, a picture of reverence, of the impossibility of looking at the full glory of God, just as it is impossible for
us to behold the burning glory of the sun. With two wings they covered their feet. The feet, in Scripture, are a
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picture of earthly, personal activity. By covering their feet the angels are testifying that their authority is a
derived authority; it does not spring from them, but from the One they worship and serve. With the other two
wings they flew, a symbol of ceaseless activity and swiftness in service. Thus the seraphim are an angelic
order concerned with the beauty and majesty of the One whom they serve. They serve him in reverence and
humility, eager to carry out his work.

Not only did the prophet see these beings, but he heard them extolling the greatness of God, calling to one
another in a great antiphonal chorus, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory." The thrice repeated word "holy" is a recognition of the threefold nature of God. It is a mystery which
we do not fully understand. Later in this account the beings speak to Isaiah and say to him, "Who will go for
us?" Thus even here in the Old Testament is revealed the plurality of God.

But these words also express the holiness of God. | confess for years | never liked the word "holy." The

people | knew who were considered holy were grim-looking individuals who looked like they had been soake
in embalming fluid. They never seemed to have any fun or joy in life. But | have learned since that the word
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midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!"
{lsa 6:5 RSV}

As he observes the majesty of God, Isaiah's immediate reaction is to see himself in a new light.

| doubt if Isaiah had ever thought of himself quite like this before. But to see God is to see man. Scripture say
we are made in the image of God; thus to see God is to see ourselves. And when we see ourselves in the lig
of the greatness of God, we see, with Isaiah, how far we have fallen from that image. Seeing his own
pollution, Isaiah cries, "I am a man of unclean lips."

Scripture frequently uses the symbol of the lips -- the tongue or the mouth -- as revealing what is in the heart.
Jesus said, "The things that go into a man are not what defile him." It is not what you eat, what you wear, or
what you read that defile you. It is what comes out of a man, according to Jesus: "Out of the heart come
murders, adulteries, fornications, jealousies, envies," etc. {Matt 15:19, Mark 7:21}. James says the tongue is
but a small member but it is set on fire of hell {cf, Jas 3:6}. All of us have said things we wish we could take
back. As Proverbs says, "Out of the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks." This is what Isaiah recognized
when he saw the majesty of God.

Notice he does not say, "Woe is me! For | am worthless." The Scripture never teaches that man is worthless
In fact, Jesus taught quite the opposite. He said what a pity it is for a man to gain the whole world and lose
himself! That is how valuable man is. Even the world, with all its kingdoms, wealth and glory, is not worth
the life of a single individual. What Isaiah does see and what he declares is, "l am lost. | am ruined, defiled.
Woe is me." There is a moment of fear, a sense of failure, and a cry of despair as he sees how far he is fromr
ever measuring up to the wholeness and beauty of God.

If you feel this way -- and many do today -- thank God for it, for God never uses anybody without first
bringing him to an awareness of his own weakness. The pervading sickness of our day is meaninglessness,
inner conviction of defilement. Many find themselves unable to do w hat they would like. They feel powerless,
unable to control their own destiny. All of us are faced with moments of truth, when we see what Isaiah saw,
that the cause of our problems is our own inner defilement. When you see yourself in this way, thank God fol
it, for it can be the moment of healing.
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message, analyzed its weaknesses, and thought he could have done a much better job of preaching himself.
They went on to another city and visited another church the following Sunday. To his astonishment, the
sermon was on the same text, "Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, for God resists the proud an
gives grace to the humble." He listened much more soberly on this occasion. The text came home to him in a
profound way. The next day, he and his wife opened a devotional book and he was incredulous to find the te
for the day was, "Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, for God resists the proud and gives grace
to the humble." He began to get the message. They both got down on their knees and confessed to God hoy
proud and arrogant they had been.

My dear patron saint, Dr. H. A. Ironside, used to tell about a young Scottish preacher who preached his first
sermon in a new church. The pulpits in Scottish churches are raised high above the congregation, so that the
preacher must climb several steps up to the pulpit. This young man had just graduated from seminary, having
reached the place where he knew more than he would ever know again! Bible under his arm, his head held
high, he climbed the steps to the pulpit, confident that his message would lay his hearers in the aisles. But hi:
thoughts eluded him, he fumbled and stumbled about. His notes fell to the floor and he had to regain them.
Nothing went right. As he came down the steps, his head downcast, sagging under a sense of failure and gt
a dear lady sitting right by the pulpit tugged his robe and said to him, "Young man, if ye'd gang up like ye can
doun, ye'd have cam doun like ye gang up!"

Yes, God resists the proud. What a contradiction this text is to the spirit of our age! Think highly of yourself,
we are told. Relieve in yourself; you have what it takes. The whole world is committed to the philosophy that
you can succeed only if you believe in yourself. But Scripture declares that God works to bring us to the end
of ourselves, to shatter the illusion of self-sufficiency. It must be done, before we can be used of him.

When Isaiah reaches this place, there is an immediate change. The next word is "Then" at that moment:

Then flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal which he had
taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth, and said, "Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin is forgiven." {Isa 6:6-7 RSV}

How wonderful to see the gospel of forgiveness in the Old Testament as well as in the New. This coal was nc
taken from the altar of incense (which stood before the door of the Holy of Holies), but from the brazen altar i
the courtyard, where the sacrifices were offered. It speaks of the cost of redemption, the cost of forgiveness.
foresees One who had to lay down his life that we might be forgiven. This is the glory of the gospel. William
Cowper sings,

There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins.

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day.

And there may [, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.

That is true not only at the beginning of the Christian life, but every day of it. We need each day the
forgiveness of our sins. That is why Paul writes in Ephesians, "He has lavished upon us the forgiveness of
sins," {cf, Eph 1:7}. Never begin a day without thanking God that the wrongs of yesterday are forgiven. You
can begin each day with a clean slate. What a gift is the grace of forgiveness! When the heart confesses its
need, then cleansing and commission immediately follow. That is the mystery of grace.

Isaiah heard the praise of the seraphim, and their thunderous song which shook the very foundations of the

thresholds. But what did God hear? He heard the faint, fearful cry of a guilty man who was conscious of his

terrible pollution. As David cried in one of his psalms, "The broken and contrite heart God will not despise."

When God hears that cry, immediately a seraph must stop his worship, leave his place, and minister to that

needy heart. Taking a coal from the altar of sacrifice, he touched it to the lips of the prophet, and at once cam
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the word, "Your sin is forgiven; your guilt is taken away." This is the great, comforting word of the gospel.
Once again the prophet hears the voice of God.

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall | send, and who will go for us ?"
Then | said, "Here am I! Send me." And he said, "Go, and say to this people:
'Hear and hear, but do not understand,;

see and see, but do not perceive.’

Make the heart of this people fat,

and their eyes heavy,

and shut their eyes,

lest they see with their eyes,

and hear with their ears,

and understand with their hearts,

and turn and be healed.” {Isa 6:8-10 RSV}

What a strange message! But it only comes after a long period during which God has been seeking to reach :
difficult and stubborn people.

Isaiah was sent with a message that was to go on until the land was laid desolate.

Then | said, "How long, O Lord?"

And he said,

"Until cities lie waste

without inhabitant,

and houses without men,

and the land is utterly desolate,

and the Lord removes men far away,

and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.
And though a tenth remain in it,

it will be burned again,

like a terebinth or an oak,

whose stump remains standing

when it is felled.

The holy seed is its stump. {lsa 6:11-13 RSV}

The message Isaiah was given was one of judgment. God was saying, "These people have so resisted my
word, they have become so indifferent to it, the only thing that will awaken them is to be led into captivity in
Babylon, and the land allowed to become desolate." That is not a result of the anger of God. That is his merc
He is trying to awaken people who have turned their backs on the truth. This passage is quoted frequently in
the Old Testament as a symbol of the stubbornness of men who refuse to listen to the revelation of the mercy
and grace of God. But it is not our message. Our message is yet a word of mercy and grace, the word that C
is still in the business of forgiving sins.

When Isaiah hears the call of God his heatrt is instantly responsive. By now he has believed what God said. |
no longer feels undone and defiled. He believed that when God said he was forgiven he really was forgiven.
No longer does he feel unworthy or unable to serve. He is eager to go, "Here am I, send me."

In seminary it was pointed out to me that, when many Christians hear the voice of God telling them to serve,
they often say, in paraphrase of Isaiah, "Here am I! Send my sister!" (This especially applies to missionary
work.) Such an answer reveals that they never have truly felt forgiven. They have never sensed the wonder
and privilege of being used of God, the marvel of a call to serve people in need, whether a need of food and
shelter, a need for knowledge, truth or love, or a need for cleansing and forgiveness. But that is what
Christians are called to do. | often think of the words of Peter Marshall, "Many Christians are like men dresse
in diving suits designed for many fathoms deep, marching bravely forth to pull plugs from bathtubs." Much
Christian activity seems to merit that description.

But Isaiah, responding to God's call, was sent immediately to meet the need of his people. God's word is,
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"Go." Something great has happened to yogado

Do not go if you have had no vision of the majesty and greatness of God, if you have never heard his voice
speaking to your heart, if you have never cried, "Woe is me! | am undone." Unless you have felt God's
cleansing and restoring grace, do not go. You will have nothing to say. You cannot help anyone by
commiserating with them and sharing their misery. You must go, knowing you have what they need to hear,
which God will speak into their hearts as he has spoken it into yours. If you have felt that, then you can say,
as | hope you are saying, "Lord, here am I! Send me."

Prayer:

Thank you, our Father, for this marvelous revelation of your unceasing labors on behalf of
mankind. Grant to us who have felt the touch of the cleansing coal from your altar that we
should be like the prophet, eager and available to go. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Title: His Majesty

By: Ray C. Stedman

Series: Isaiah: A Short Series
Scripture: Isaiah 6

Message No: 2

Catalog No: 577

Date: December 15, 1985

O COME IMMANUEL
by Ray C. Stedman

Nothing in history remotely approaches the wonder of the birth of the Lord Jesus. Charles Wesley had a gree
gift for incorporating in brief form some of the greatest truths of our faith. He wrote,

Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb;
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th' incarnate Deity.

In these verses he captured the mystery, glory and beauty of that scene in Bethlehem we sing of at Christma
season.

In Chapter 7 of Isaiah we have the prophetic announcement of that virgin birth. One commentator has written
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the trees of the forest shake before the wind. This is a report of ancient power politics.
The ten tribes of Israel had joined in a military alliance with the nation of Syria
(countries that are very much in the news today), and had invaded the southern kingdom
of Judah. They besieged Jerusalem, surrounding it with their armies, but could not
overcome it. The reaction of king Ahaz, coward and unbeliever that he was, and of the
people of his kingdom was, as Isaiah describes here, one of panic: "his heart and the
heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind." {lsa 7:1-2
RSV}

We learn from the book of Second Kings that at this juncture King Ahaz resorted to an expediency. He
gathered all the temple vessels of gold and silver and sent them far away to the north, to the king of Assyria,
the superpower of that day, and hired him by this means to come against these two kings and thus deliver
Jerusalem from the threat they represented. He relied upon manipulation, playing one power against another
a familiar tactic that has been employed throughout history.

Right at this point, when the king and the whole nation are trembling with fear at what might happen, God
sends the prophet Isaiah to him with a message.

And the Lord said to Isaiah, "Go forth to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub your son, at
the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller's Field, and say to
him, 'Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these
two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son
of Remaliah." {lsa 7:3-4 RSV}
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you some pointers on how to interpret Old Testament prophecies. Notice first that the prophet is specifically
told to take along with him his little son Shear-jashub. Although the boy does nothing and says nothing, his
very presence is required to make this prophecy meaningful, as we will see. The boy's nhame (which means,
"A remnant shall return"), is the significant element that the prophet is to bring before the king.

In studying the Old Testament it is important to note the meaning of people's names. Hebrews did not choose
their children's names like we do -- after some movie star, a great football player, or some name that has bee
in the family for years. Hebrew names mean something, and oftentimes teach a lesson. For instance, the nar
of the oldest person who ever lived, Methuselah, means, "When he dies, it will come.” What a strange thing t
name your child! But in Genesis 5 we learn that the father of Methuselah was another remarkable man name
Enoch, one of only two men in the Bible who never died, but was "caught up” when he reached 365 years of
age. Enoch began his walk with God when he was 65 years old, and the reason he did so was because he t
a little boy whom he named Methuselah! These clues help us figure out what is going on. | hope you learn to
read the Bible like you were Perry Mason, following some of these remarkable clues. It makes the Scriptures
come alive.

A look at the context reveals that what changed Enoch's life and made him walk with God was the revelation
that there was coming a great event that would significantly affect every human being then on earth. He was
told to name his little boy "When he dies, it will come," because the world was headed for judgment: a great
flood was coming. Can you imagine what it meant to the people of that day to have this little boy around,
reminding them all the time, "When he dies, it will come?" How they must have kept track of him! "Where's
Methuselah? | haven't seen that boy for half an hour. Let's find him because "When he dies, it will come!" If
you check the record, you will find that the very year that Methuselah died was the year the flood came. Here
in Isaiah we will see why Shear-jashub ("A remnant will return”) is a very key part of this prophecy.

Then the second thing we are told is the precise spot on which God directed the prophet to stand when he m:
this announcement to the king. You probably read this thinking that it was nothing more than a casual directio
God gave to him. But it is very significant. Isaiah was told to go to the "end of the conduit of the upper pool
on the highway to the Fuller's Field"; to stand at that very spot and give this announcement to King Ahaz.
What is the meaning of that? In a moment we will see that it has a most remarkable meaning. There at that s
and only there, the prophet was to inform King Ahaz that he had nothing to fear from these two armies that
were threatening the city of Jerusalem. They were only "smoking stumps" and were no real threat at all. The
account declares that within sixty-five years this deliverance would happen. Jewish commentators tell us that
those sixty-five years began when an earthquake struck Israel during the days of King Uzziah, twenty years
before this prophecy was uttered, which meant that there were only some forty years left within which it was
to be concluded. Thus within that period of time, sometime before forty years had elapsed, Israel, the norther
kingdom, would become a captive nation, and Syria's power would be smashed by the might of a greater
nation, the kingdom of Assyria. All this came true, as predicted.

In looking at this passage we must remember the peculiar natthe wuei2ainouncemele mean heykingdom,lA.
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second meaning is the phrase "The blessing of the Most High." This pool is a spring of water, located on the
hillside west of the old City of David which flowed down an aqueduct to the city. At the end of it, where it
emptied into a small pool, was the spot where the prophet was told to take his stand: "at the end of the
agueduct from the upper pool.”

At the same time, that was also the place where the road by which he came there, "the highway to the Fuller
Field," led. A highway in Scripture is always an ascent. It is called in Isaiah 35 "the highway of holiness," so
it has to do with righteousness and moral cleansing. This is also strengthened by the fact that it led to the
"Fuller's Field." In old English, a fuller was a laundry man, a washerman. The field would be at the place of
washing. Thus we can see why a pool which was "the end of a conduit" of water, coming down from an
upper spring, would also be the place where people washed their clothes. That is the spot where Isaiah was
told to stand.

When these meanings are considered we see why the prophet was sent to where these two places met -- it v
where the "upward way of cleansing and of washing, met the downward flow of the channel of the blessings
of the Most High." What would that symbolize? From the New Testament, we know it could only describe the
Lord Jesus himself. He is the "end of the aqueduct, the channel of the blessing of the Most High." He is also
"the way of cleansing,” the upward ascent that brought the prophet to this place. It is all a beautiful poetic
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that for me." That may sound humble and pious, but actually it is a fearful utterance of pride. Isaiah answers
the king rather bluntly, "Look, isn't it enough that you make me tired without making God tired as well?"

It is important to notice that the prophet now addresses him, no longer as King Ahaz, but as 'the House of
David': "Hear then, O House of David. . . Therefore the Lord himself will give you ["you"] is plural in this
instance meaning the entire house of David"] a sign. Behold, a young woman [or a virgin] shall conceive and
bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel [God with us]."

It is not wrong to translate this "a young woman." The Hebrew allows for that. The word can mean a young
married as well as a young unmarried woman. But to be a "sign" it would have to be a young unmarried
woman who had never known a man -- a virgin, in other words. Young women have sons all the time, but it
would only be a sign if a woman who never knew a man conceived and bore a son. That is what the prophet
said would happen. It was a sign to the whole House of David.

In the New Testament we are told that an angel appeared to Joseph because he was of the line of David and
said to him, "Fear not to take this woman to be your wife because that which is born of her is of the Holy
Spirit,” {cf, Matt 1:20}. Thus the virgin birth was, indeed, a sign to the House of David, 750 years later, that
God would carry out his promise. A baby would be born of a virgin and his name would be "God with us."
All the beauty, mystery and majesty of Christmas gathers around that name. When Jesus was born of a virgii
in a stable in Bethlehem and laid in a manger! the angels broke through the heavens and cried to the shephet
"Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy, for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior who

is Christ the Lord (God with us),” {cf, Luke 2:10}. Surely anyone reading these two Scriptures together can
fail to see the tie between them.

That was to be the sign to the House of David, but that was not the sign to Ahaz. Beginning with Verse 15,
the prophet goes on to give him that sign. We read, "He (this sounds at first like it refers to Immanuel but late
verses show otherwise)... shall eat curds and honey that he may know how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two
kings you are in dread will be deserted.” That is clearly the sign for Ahaz for it deals directly with the problem
he faced. But who, then, is this "he" to whom it refers?

Perhaps you have already guessed. This is surely why Isaiah was told to take with him his little son
Shear-jashub. At this point he probably put his hand upon the boy's head and said, "He (his own son) shall ¢
curds and honey that he may know how to refuse the evil and choose the good." Later in the chapter we
discover that after the Assyrian invasion everyone in the land was to eat curds and honey, the food of povert
The invading army so decimated the countryside that there was no food left. But grass grew abundantly, and
the few cattle and sheep remaining produced milk, from which the people made curds (we would call it cottage
cheese), and they ate wild honey, naturally found in the land. By eating this food of poverty Shear-jashub
would learn "to refuse the evil and choose the good" for the land was destroyed because the king had choser
evil instead of good. Thus Shear-jashub and the whole population would learn to refuse the evil and choose t
good. This, then, is a prophecy containing two signs: the wonderful sign of the coming of One born of a
virgin whose name would be Immanuel, and a second sign to the unbelieving king concerning the invasion of
Assyria during which his only comfort would be derived from the name of Isaiah’s son, "a remnant shall
return.”

The rest of the chapter and part of chapter 8 describes this Assyrian invasion. Here we are introduced to
another son of Isaiah who is also a sign to the nation. He too has a strange name: {Isaiah} 8:3 says,

And | went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord said to
me, "Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz." {Isa 8:3 RSV}

Imagine having a son with a name like that! What a task, even to call him into lunch every day.
Mahershalalhashbaz means "The spoil speeds and the prey hastens." It gives a picture of the people when tt
armies of Assyria came rushing in. The people were the spoil and the prey who would run before these armie
speeding to hide themselves. It is a picture of panic and flight: "the spoil speeds and the prey hastens."
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Moving to Chapter 9, we discover another beautiful vision of the prophet that spans the centuries and brings
before us new truths that were fulfilled in our Lord's day. The opening words of the chapter really belong to
the closing part of Chapter 8. Thus the chapter should begin with these words,

In the former time he [G0d] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shined. {lsa 9:1b-2 RSV}

Here a new geographical area is brought into focus. Northern Israel, around the Sea of Galilee, was utterly
decimated in the Assyrian invasion. It was the part of Israel hardest hit in that attack. This Isaiah foresaw
which he calls "the former time," when God "brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali," the two tribes who occupied that area. But, he says, "in the latter time [centuries later] he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.” Surely no prophecy could be
more striking in its fulfillment than the appearance of Jesus and his ministry in the area of Galilee. He would
be, as the prophet says, a "great light" to the people who walked in darkness. When our Lord appeared he
made the area glorious by his teaching and ministry. He was a great light amid the moral darkness and decay
that day.

Most of our Lord's ministry was spent in Galilee. There he healed the sick, opened the eyes of the blind,

healed the lame, cast out demons and raised the dead. There some of his greatest messages were preachec
Sermon on the Mount, overlooking the Sea of Galilee; the great message on the bread of life in John 6, whicl
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The Jews say that Jesus did not fulfill these promises, and we have to agree with that.

But this looks on to the time when he will. Who is it that will do this? The answer is given in these wonderful
verses:

For unto us a child is born,

to us a son is given;

and the government will be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called

"Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."

Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom,
to establish it, and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. {Ilsa 9:6-7 RSV}

What a remarkable picture! It hardly needs any exposition.

Suddenly, after a great time of trouble, the nation will realize that this glorious King, their Messiah, once came
as a little child: "Unto us a child is born." He who was for eternity the Son of God was "given" to them as a
little Baby in Bethlehem. They recognize at last, after centuries of rejection, that this One rightly deserves
divine titles. This is Immanuel, "God with us."

The four titles Isaiah lists represent that:

"Wonderful Counselor.” Did anyone ever fulfill that more fully than Jesus? He unveils to us secrets about
ourselves, counsels us how to avoid the heartaches and problems that otherwise would beset us, showing tt
way of deliverance from the taint and pollution of sin.

"Mighty God." That unquestionably divine title can only describe God. He is the Mighty One, and in 10:21 the
same term is used of God unmistakably.

It is not so much "Everlasting Father" as it is "Father of Eternity.” This is surely a reference to the fact that
Jesus alone can give eternal life; he is its father for it originates with him. "As many as believe in him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God."

No one contests the last title, "Prince of Peace." He states himself, "My peace | give unto you," {John 14:27
KJV}. "Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end." This phrase captures the
universal character of the Messiah's reign and its extension at last to the whole created cosmos.

The key, of course, is in these words, "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given." Even though this
event took place thousands of years ago, when a nation (or an individual) first comes into personal contact
with the Lord of Glory it seems as though he is the recipient for the first time of this wonderful gift. That is
why we speak of when we "found the Lord," and how he "came to us," because it is so real in our own
experience. Here we see this in the case of the nation Israel in the day when their eyes are opened.

This applies to us in our own day as well. luigo us that he cameynto us he is born. He is "God with
us," to strengthen and guide us, to meet our needs, to solve our problems.

Between the services this morning a woman told me of her struggle with a sense of being abandoned, left

without guidance, needing his presence. All | could do was point her back to these marvelous promises. The
Lord is with us. This is the glory, the true message of Christmas.
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No Christmas carol captures this better than Phillips Brooks' beautiful words:

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray,

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!
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WHAT'S COMING DOWN?
by Ray C. Stedman

We are nearing the end of what has been a very difficult year, one of the most troubled of this century. The
worst airline accidents in history have occurred during the past year. Terrorism has been rampant during 198
Just last week we were sobered by the terrible slaughter of innocent people, including children, in the airports
at Rome and Vienna. Violence is increasing, and the forces of law and order seem more and more helpless tt
control it. All this makes us wonder what is coming down as the century draws to a close. Many, especially
those of us who are parents and grandparents, wonder what kind of world our children and grandchildren wil
inherit. Is it going to go on forever like this, growing worse and worse as time goes by?

The secular answers to that question are not encouraging. Most commentators see increasing difficulty and
trouble ahead. The few optimistic forecasts we hear sound like so much whistling in the dark. But the
Christian answer, which is what we are concerned about, is very beautifully expressed in a great passage ou
of the book of Hebrews. There the writer says, "We do not yet see all things subjected to man," {cf, Heb
2:8}. That is certainly true of our world today. He goes on to say, "But we see Jesus, crowned with glory anc
honor, though for a little while he was made lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, that he might
taste death for every man," {cf, Heb 2:9}.

"But we see Jesus." That is the theme also of this section in Isaiah to which we come this morning. The
eleventh and twelfth chapters of this great prophecy clearly look on to the coming of the Messiah. All the
Jewish commentators agree that this is a Messianic passage, although they do not, of course, believe that thi
Messiah is as Jesus. Here are Isaiah's words,

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
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And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. {lsa 11:1-4a RSV}

It is not difficult for us to see there a clear prediction of the Lord Jesus. Here in these opening verses is a hint
that the Messiah will appear in history in a very obscure way. That is suggested by this word, "There shall
come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse." Like a great tree that has been cut down, the ancestry of Jesus
represented in David and his father Jesse has been reduced to obscurity and insignificance. But out of that
lowly stump will arise a shoot, a single sprout, a man who will, as the prophet goes on to say, be filled with
the Spirit of God and who will do a great work in the land. When our Lord is referred to as "the son of David"
in the gospels, it is always in terms of royal glory, but when he is called the "root of Jesse," it is a reference tc
his humble beginnings.

The prophet not only sees the ancestry of Jesus, but he sees him in his Spirit-filled ministry. "The Spirit of the
Lord (of Yahweh), shall rest upon him," he says. That Spirit consists of six spirits (for a total of seven): "the
Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom, the spirit of understanding, the spirit of counsel, the spirit of might,
the spirit of the knowledge of the Lord and the fear of the Lord." It is rather striking that this passage
corresponds to the Jewish candlestick, the Menorah. A Menorah has a central staff that parallels this word,
"the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him." Linked to that central staff are three pairs of lightholders. These
correspond to what we have in this passage. "The spirit of wisdom and of knowledge, or understanding," are
linked together; likewise the "spirit of counsel and of might," and the "spirit of the knowledge of the Lord and
the spirit of the fear of the Lord." Thus, they are illustrated by the Jewish symbol of the Menorah, the
candlestick that burned in the tabernacle throughout the centuries.

As you observe these pairs more closely, you can see that they do indeed describe Jesus of Nazareth. The f
pair, "the spirit of wisdom and of knowledge," speak of his amazing insight into human affairs. Wisdom is the
knowledge of the nature of things, while understanding is the awareness of the differences between them.
How clearly Jesus reflected these in his ministry! One of the symbols of our age is the psychiatrist's couch.
Psychiatrists and psychologists have their patients lie on a couch and ask them questions in an effort to
understand their problems. Perhaps you have heard of the two psychiatrists who met in an elevator. One of
them said, "You're fine. How am I?" This humorously suggests the way we try to come to an understanding
of ourselves and of others. But our Lord never used a couch for he never had to ask questions. John's gosp
says, "Jesus needed not that any man tell him what was in man because he knew man." He knew the Hebre
and Hebrew thinking, the Greek and the Greek way of thinking. When either came to him he always dealt witl
them according to the way they had been brought up and taught.

| have always appreciated that wonderful first chapter of John's gospel that gives the account of our Lord
calling his disciples. Andrew was the first one called. Andrew, that canny, cautious man. No wonder he has
become the patron saint of Scotland! | always think of him as a Scotsman in a Jewish body. Andrew was dee
and cautious, but when he let go there was an explosion. That is why we have named the great earthquake f;
that runs through California, the San Andreas Fault! According to John, when Jesus met Andrew he went
home with him and spent the whole day with him. It takes that long to get through to a man like Andrew.

Andrew's brother, Peter, is quite different. He is bold, impulsive, ambitious, outspoken. Jesus said to him,
"Your name is Simon, but you shall be called Peter, a rock," {cf, John 1:42}. Impulsive, unstable Simon
wanted to be a rock, and our Lord recognized immediately the hunger of his heart. When he promised to fulfil
Peter's dream he had his man.

Next, Jesus "found" Philip. Shy, mousy Philip never says much. He did not find Jesus, Jesus found him.
Looking into Philip's eyes, he said but two words, "Follow me," {John 1:43}. When Philip knew Jesus
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wanted him he was captivated by what he saw.

The fourth disciple whom Jesus called, Nathaniel, was still different. He was the open-hearted, honest type
who believed whatever was told him. Jesus discerned that. That is why he said of him, "Behold, an Israelite i
whom there is no guile,” {John 1:47}. There was no deceitfulness in him. As our Lord flashes the truth of
each man's life upon him, each one begins to know himself better than ever before. That is the beauty of this
prediction here in Isaiah, that upon him shall rest “the spirit of wisdom and understanding."

The second pair, "the spirit of counsel and of might,” speak of authority. Counsel is the ability to give good
and right advice, while might is the ability to help carry it out. This is described even more fully in the words

in verse three, "He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth." What a wonderful
description of Jesus as he met with people. He does not judge Nicodemus, one of the greatest of religious
authorities in the nation, by his outward words or posture. He sees immediately that this man knows virtually
nothing about the spiritual life, so he begins with the ABC's and speaks of the vital things that introduce one t
the kingdom of God. He spoke of truth that you can never find out by human powers. He described how the
angels live, what happens after death, how prayer works, how the devil works. These he described with full
authority. He did not have to study reference books, but rather spoke so that men hearing him said, "No man
ever spake like this man," {John 7:46 KJV}. Yes, upon him rested "the spirit of counsel and of might.”

The third pair, "the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord," speak of our Lord's intimate relationship to
the Father. Out of that flows the marvelous serenity of his life. He is never taken by surprise. He always
seems to be master of the occasion. This grows out of his full awareness of the mind of God. He said on ong
occasion, "You do not know Him, but I know Him," {John 8:55}. He came to reveal to us the mind of the
Father, the graciousness, compassion, truthfulness and faithfulness of God. As we read what he said it is
obvious that it all grew out of his "knowledge of the Lord and his fear of the Lord." This is not speaking of
fear that he will be punished, but of his reverent respect for the Being of the Father. He does not want to
displease him. "l do always those things that please | him," he said.

Some years ago | ran across a statement that | felt was descriptive of our Lord's ministry in this regard. It is
titled, Twelve Things That The Lord Jesus Never.D¢hat remarkable things they are:

First, "He never sought advice." He never went about asking, "What do you think about this?" We must do
that daily, but he did not.

Second, "He never changed his mind." He never said, "l agree that | said that, but | have been having secon
thoughts about it." Even our greatest leaders must admit to that, but Jesus never changed his mind.

Third, "He never was in a hurry.” He must have frequently read that great verse in the book of Isaiah, "He th:
believes need not make haste.”

Fourth, "He never showed personal fear." When you fear the Lord, you do not fear anything else. Remembe
the words in Hebrews, "I will never leave you nor forsake you, therefore what can any man do unto me?" {cf
Heb 13:5}. Our Lord never showed personal fear.

Fifth, "He never made a mistake." He never had to say, "I did the wrong thing there."

And six through twelve: "He never showed surprise. He never was defeated in a controversy. He never
performed a selfish miracle. He never distrusted God. He never denied a good request. He never confessed
sin. He never apologized for anything.”

How fully these words of Isaiah are fulfilled in the ministry of this marvelous Man of Galilee! Upon him
rested, in all its fullness, "the Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and knowledge, of counsel and might,
and of the knowledge of and the fear of the Lord." Thus, "His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord."

In the middle of Verse 4 is another one of those leaps in time, arching across the centuries to the time when
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Jesus comes once again. We must bear these in mind as we read this book of Isaiah, and others of the prop
also. The Old Testament is written so as to bring together the two comings of Jesus as though they were one
The Apostle Peter in his first letter says, "The prophets spoke of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that
should follow," {cf, 1 Pet 1:11 KJV}. But they gave no indication of the great valley of time that lies in
between. The "sufferings" came at one period of history, the "glory that should follow" will come at another.

This is what throws the Jews off in their understanding of these prophecies, and why they feel that Jesus did
not fulfill the prophecies of the Messiah. Those prophecies that speak of his triumph are only to be fulfilled
when he comes again. We must remember the Lord's words to his disciples, recorded in the book of Acts,
when they asked him, "Will you at this time restore the kingdom unto Israel?" {cf, Acts 1:6}. Here is his
amazing answer, one we too frequently ignore: "It is not for you to know the times and the seasons (I wish
many of our modern-day prophets would hear that!) which the Father has put in his own power," {cf, Acts
1:7}. He did not answer their question because it was not for them to know. Thus questions of time with
regard to prophecy are highly indeterminate.

Here, then, is one of those leaps in time. In the middle of this verse we are carried forward to the time when t
shall come again, not as a gentle, loving healer and counselor of men, but, as the prophet says,

. he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist,

and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. {Ilsa 11:4b-5 RSV}

That is quite a different picture of Jesus, yet to be fulfilled. This "smiting of the earth" is described in several
places in the Scripture, most notably in the book of Revelation. Here is what John wrote in his great vision,
clearly describing the same thing as Isaiah:

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. {Rev 19:11 RSV}

Remember that Isaiah had said, "Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist and faithfulness the girdle of I
loins."

John continues,
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correspond with the character he manifested.” That attitude betrays a tremendous ignorance of the nature of
truth. Truth is always ruthless. It does not tolerate error:

The phone book is ruthless in its refusal to tolerate error. It does not give a list of names and tell you to choos
your own number. You must call exactly the number that is listed. If you get the digits wrong, you will not get
the person you are trying to reach.

The IRS is very ruthless and narrow-minded about the truth. They do not tell you to guess how much you
made and let them know. No, they insist that you give them exact figures. They even check up on you so tha
if you do not put it all down, you will get a phone call that scares the living daylights out of you. They became
quite intolerant about it.

What this world needs more than anything else, if | may say so, is someone who will rule with a rod of iron,
someone who will mean what he says. We seem to be afflicted with a plethora of mealy-mouthed politicians
and gutless bureaucrats who refuse to face up to issues. We have just been treated to a view of Congress
pussyfooting around the issues of debt repayment and tax reform. They will not do anything about these
critical things until they are forced to because they are unwilling to face the unpleasant truth. What a
tremendous joy to know there is coming One who will do what he says. You can count on it. Oh, for men of
iron who mean what they say and back up their words with deeds!

Somebody asked me this morning, "If pro is the opposite of con, what is the opposite of progress?" The
answer, of course, is, "Congress." But | suppose we should be thankful for small mercies. As Will Rogers
said, "We ought to be grateful that we don't get as much government as we pay for!" What a treat it is to read
there is someone coming who is going to rule the earth in righteousness and faithfulness.

"The rod of his mouth" is the Word of God, specifically the word of the cross, the cross of Jesus that
ruthlessly puts to death the old self in us. It has been said that if Jesus went into any peace conference today
could settle the world's problems with just three little words: "Love your enemies." Everyone knows Jesus is
right. If we would love our enemies, as he tells us to do, we could end the arms race, destroy our instrument
of death and fulfill all the dreams of these sincere peace demonstrators who long for peace but do not know
how to achieve it. Why can't we do that? We know why. There is something in all of us that becomes angry
when we are attacked, that makes us want to strike back and get even. It is what produces the horrible cycles
of murder, war, and pillage that are repeated from century to century in the history of man. Our Lord puts that
to death by the Word of the Cross.

What good is a doctor who tells you that your cancer does not matter? You want a surgeon with a resolute wi
and a sharp knife to cut it out and get rid of it. That is what Isaiah is promising. There is coming One who will
deal earnestly, honestly, and thoroughly with the evil of man. That is why he is coming to "smite the earth."

What does this lead to? Isaiah looks further on, beyond the trouble that we are headed for -- recorded in the
book of Revelation and other places. He sees there is coming a wholly different scene, which he describes in
this way:

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

and the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall feed;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea. {Ilsa 11:6-9 RSV}
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What a beautiful picture! Here is the time when the dreams of men will be fulfilled, when all the longings that
reflect themselves in peace demonstrations and cries for disarmament will find their fulfillment. There is a dee|
hunger in mankind for this kind of a world, although we do not know how to achieve it. But there is coming
One who does know how. Then, even the animals will lose their ferocity and lie down one with another. How
would you mothers feel if you found your child playing with a cobra? But there is coming a time when it shall
happen, when the animals shall lose their ferocity against one another, when the lion shall eat straw like the
ox."

Some people ask, "Is this literal or is it only symbolic! Is this all metaphor?" Some commentators say this is a
picture of the work of Christ in human hearts today. | believe that. | believe this is metaphor, picturing spiritual
peace.

| think of our church elders in those terms. One of them is like a lion; he roars every time you cross him.
Another one is like a great bear; he swallows you up as you come into contact with him. Another is like a
leopard -- sneaky. We even had one named Wolfe. And here was |, a meek lamb in the midst of them! Our
elders' meetings sometimes give that impression, but when we would look to the Lord he comes among us a
a great lion tamer. Then the lion lies down with the lamb, the wolf and the leopard dwell together and
everything works out. This is what our Lord has power to do in human hearts today. He can heal controversy
and bring peace among men.

But | also believe this is literal. There is coming a day when the curse will be removed from the earth. Paul
sings about a day when creation shall be released form its bondage, calling it the day of "the manifestation of
the sons of God," {Rom 8:19 KJV}. Then the curse will be removed and the whole earth will break into a
verdant blooming, the like of which we have never seen; when "the desert shall blossom like the rose," as
Isaiah describes it in Chapter 35. The animals lose their ferocity and even the carnivores return to eating gras
as in the unfallen creation.

There are other changes as well. In the rest of this chapter and Chapter 12, four times Isaiah uses the phras
"in that day," Verse 10:

In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign [a banner, a symbol] to the
peoples; him shall the nations seek, and his dwellings shall be glorious. {lsa 11:10
RSV}

That summarizes all the predictions about the restoration of Jerusalem as the center of the earth. The Lord
Jesus shall reign in person in Jerusalem. He himself is the banner which the nations shall seek, "and his
dwellings shall be glorious." It is the millennial Temple and the redeemed city.

In Verse 11 there is another use of the phrase "in that day":

In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant which
is left of his people, {lsa 11l:11la RSV}

The first time was when he called them out of Egypt. Some think this "second time" is referring to the
Babylonian captivity, but when the Israelites came back from Babylon they were still not an independent
people. This will be a time when they shall be in their own land as their own rulers. But they will be "a
remnant.” That word always means believers. Some people ask today, "Is the present return of Israel the
fulfillment of these verses? Is God now calling back his outcas